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Alfursan Program

Is a loyalty program for frequent travelers on SAUDIA.

This program offers Alfursan members a variety of exclusive
privileges and rewards such as the wide connectivity with
international airlines as a result of SAUDIA joining SkyTeam
alliance; and the benefits of the services and promotions
offered by Alfursan partners (banks, hotels, car rentals,
communications, retailers and others) allowing

them to earn additional rewards of miles.
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Boeing B777-368ER
A: 413 seats — 30 Business Class, 383 Guest Class
B: 381 seats, 30 Business Class, 351 Guest Class

C: 305 seats — 24 First Class, 36 Business Class, 245 Guest Class
D: 290 seats, 12 First Class (Suites), 36 Business Class, 242 Guest Class

Length: 259 ft (78.86 m)
Wingspan: 213 ft (64.80 m)

Cruising speed: 493 knots (567 mph, 913 km/h) /ﬁ-

SAUDIA 4j>. 1

Maximum Cruising Altitude: 43,000 ft (13,100 m)
Range: 7,930 nautical miles (14,685 km)
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Boeing B777-268

A: 232 seats 24 First Class, 38 Business Class, 170 Guest Class
B: 341 seats — 14 Business Class, 327 Guest Class

Length: 209 ft (63.73 m)

Wingspan: 200 ft (60.94 m)

Cruising speed: 490 knots (563 mph, 905 km/h)

Maximum Cruising Altitude: 43,000 ft (13,100 m)

Range: 5,240 nautical miles (9,700 km)
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Airbus A330-300

A: 298 seats, 36 Business Class, 262 Guest Class
B: 288 seats, 36 Business Class, 252 Guest Class
C: 330 seats, 30 Business Class, 300 Guest Class
Length: 209 ft (63.73 m)

Wingspan: 198 ft (60.30 m)

Cruising Speed: 470 knots (537 mph, 871 km/h)
Maximum Cruising Altitude: 36,000 ft (11,000 m)
Range: 5,850 nautical miles (10,830 km)
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Boeing B787-9 Dreamliner

Seating Capacity: 298 seats

24 Business Class, 274 Guest Class

Length: 206 ft 1 in (62.8 m)

Wingspan: 197 ft 3 in (60.1 m)

Cruising speed: 490 knots (567 mph, 912 km/h)
Maximum Cruising Altitude: 43,000 ft (13,100 m)
Range: 8000-8300 nautical miles (14,800-15,372 km)
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Airbus A321

Seating Capacity: 165 seats

20 Business Class, 145 Guest Class

Length: 146 ft (44.51 m)

Wingspan: 112 ft (34.10 m)

Cruising speed: 447 knots (511 mph, 828 km/h)
Maximum Cruising Altitude: 36,000 ft (11,000 m)
Range: 3,000 nautical miles (5,600 km)
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Airbus A320ceo

A: 116 seats — 20 Business Class, 96 Guest Class
B: 132 seats — 12 Business Class, 120 Guest Class
Length: 123 ft 3 in (37.57 m)

Wingspan: 112 ft ( 34.10 m)

Cruising speed: 447 knots (511 mph, 828 km/h)
Maximum Cruising Altitude: 36,000 ft (11,000 m)
Range: 3,200 nautical miles (5,900 km)

C: 144 seats — 12 Business Class, 132 Guest Class
Length: 123 ft 3in (37.57 m)

Wingspan: 117 ft 5 in (35.80 m)

Cruising speed: 515 mph (829 km/h)

Max Cruising Altitude: 39,100 — 41,000 ft (11,900 — 12,500 m)
Range: 3,300 nautical miles (6,100 km)
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66 Although greed may be important
for economic progress, it is fair to say that lust
for possessions may contribute to a societys decline o9

Gordon Gekko famously said in Wall

Street, “Greed, for the lack of a better
word, is good. Greed is right, greed works.
Greed clarifies, cuts through, and captures
the essence of the evolutionary spirit” Do
you believe he had a point?

Defined as the obsessive pursuit and
accumulation of wealth, greed is also
known as one of the seven deadly sins.
However, it may have a purpose, according
to evolutionary psychologists. They
believe that, by pushing us to amass status
signaling possessions, greed can help us
attract a mate and thus perpetuate our
genetic code.

I prefer to look at greed as a coping
mechanism. In my interactions with greedy
people, I have observed that many are
trying to fill an inner void or solve another
emotional problem. I remember one very
wealthy executive, let’s call him Sid, who
came to me for help. Sid was on the brink
of divorce. His wife was fed-up with his
self-centered pursuits. His grown-up
children were not happy with him either,
as he had never paid much attention to
them. Sid admitted that chasing deals was
the only thing that made him feel alive. He
always felt the urge to earn more money.

When I asked Sid why money was
so central to his life, he told me that he
grew up watching his entrepreneurial
father go through several bankruptcies.
He remembered how embarrassed he
was when his family would hide to avoid
creditors. The neighbor’s children would
also make fun of him and his family’s
financial situation.

I told Sid that he should be pleased
with his accomplishments. He was now
independently wealthy and could do
whatever he wanted. Sid said that he
didn’t feel financially secure and gave
many unconvincing reasons why he
could not relax.

Early negative experiences
with parents appear to set the stage for
feelings of low self-esteem. Many greedy
people obsessively pursue wealth as a
substitute for what they feel is lacking
inside them. But they ignore the high price
that comes with greediness — a stunted life.

Materialistic pursuits are often an
attempt at relieving emotional discomfort.
In fact, the behavior of greedy people can
be compared to that of substance abusers.
But just like drugs, material possessions

can never provide the comfort and
reassurance we all crave. On the contrary,
the greedier we become, the more we
advance on the path of self-destruction.
Unfortunately, amid our busyness, we
rarely stop to ask ourselves: “Why am I
frantically pursuing wealth?”

Ironically, greed is not so much of a
financial issue. It is the symptom of a
troubled mind trying to link self-worth to
financial worth, usually on a subconscious
level. But, like the proverbial leaking bucket
that can't be filled, the personal costs can
be high. Far too often, greed comes with
stress, exhaustion, anxiety, depression
and despair. In addition, it can lead to
maladaptive behavior patterns such as
gambling, hoarding, trickery and even
theft. In the corporate world, as John Grant
wrote, “fraud is the daughter of greed”

Some believe that without a dose
of greed, a given person, community
or society may lack the motivation to
move forward. In sum, greed spurs
accomplishments. Others think that greed
is simply Homo sapiens’ way of dealing
with the existential anxieties of life. It could
even be a means to transcend death, since
our possessions persist after we pass on. In
this light, isn't greed nothing more than a
fact of life? Shouldn’t we just embrace it?

True enough, many successful societies
are driven by greed. It has been argued
that political systems designed to eliminate
greedy behavior have invariably led to
poverty, chaos and other disastrous results.
I believe that, as with most things in life,
managing greed is about balance. Like all
potentially destructive human drives, greed
must be tempered by positive social norms,
such as generosity. If not, it is bound to
trigger social unrest.

Thus, although greed may be important
for economic progress, it is fair to say
that lust for possessions may contribute
to a society’s decline. Unchecked greed
can destroy the soul of humanity like a
great cancer, metastasizing throughout
society. Our tendency towards conspicuous
consumption has already inflicted severe
damage to the environment. The victory
of greed over compassion may ultimately
cause our civilization’s downfall.

Society’s ambivalence
about greed makes it difficult to “treat”
greedy people. After all, many view greed

and its related traits — such as ambition and
material success - as desirable rather than
a potential mental health problem. It is not
always easy to explain the harm caused

by excessive greed. How can we explain
that helping others is the real path to

inner fulfillment? Or make greedy people
understand that they can do something
about their compulsion? There is still such
a thing as free will. We all have a choice.

Returning to Sid’s case, I remember
how hard it was to convince him that
his obsessive pursuit of money was not
rational. As he focused on accumulating
more, he didn’t even realize that he already
had it all. More importantly, if money was
his sole measure of success, he couldn’t be
surprised if it turned out to be all that he
would ever have.

If you can’t be content with what you
have, you're unlikely to be happy with
more. At one point, I asked Sid to tell me
the income level he believed he needed.
After reflecting, he came to realize that
there would never be such a thing as
“enough” It started to dawn on him just
how illogical and destructive his behavior
was - for him and the people in his life.

Sid and I spent quite some time
exploring his underlying issues and the
associations between his anxiety and his
greed-fueled actions. Gradually, he came
to understand that he was really craving
self-acceptance and “rich’, satisfying
relationships. He saw that he could break
his psychological chains and that he did
have choices.

One of the most difficult tasks for
greedy people is learning to be selfish in
a proper way. They need to pay attention
to their inner selves. As Sid’s case shows,
this is not an easy process. It requires
persistence, patience, humility, courage and
commitment. But a long-term investment
in the self can be a powerful antidote to
greed and other forms of addiction. As the
philosopher Vernon Howard said, “You
have succeeded in life when all you really
want is only what you really need”

is the
Distinguished Clinical Professor of
Leadership Development & Organisational
Change at INSEAD and the Raoul de
Vitry dAvaucourt Chaired Professor
of Leadership Development, Emeritus.
He is the Programme Director of The
Challenge of Leadership, one of INSEAD’s
top Executive Education programmes.
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Destroying
Your Soul?

Greed is less about
accumulating wealth than
filling an inner void.

Manfred F. R. Kets de Vries
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are many legitimate

complaints about work
in the “gig economy”” But, in time,
many of the gigs will be automated,
eliminating a significant source of work
for immigrants and the less educated.
And as these jobs disappear, so, too, will
social contacts between socioeconomic
classes, and between immigrants and
natives. The broader question, then,
is the impact of the impending loss of
involuntary social mixing on diverse,
multiethnic societies.

Consider Uber, which provides work
to many immigrants. According to the
company’s website, Uber is keen to foster
“happiness and inclusiveness” by means
of “global cultural and community
events to increase and enhance cross-
cultural learning and understanding.”
But while that people-centered message
certainly sounds nice, Uber has placed
its hopes — and its future profitability -
in automated vehicles (AVs).

In anticipation of its disappointing
2019 initial public offering, Uber
disclosed losses of $1.8 billion for the
previous year, owing partly to its payout
of $1 billion in driver referrals and other
incentives to gig workers. Since the
IPO, the company’s stock has struggled,
because it has yet to demonstrate that it
can turn a profit with its human driver
model. AV are an obvious potential
solution to this problem, as Uber’s
founder, Travis Kalanick, foresaw back
in 2013. Viewing a Google driverless-
car prototype, he concluded that, “The
minute your car becomes real, I can take
the dude out of the front seat ... I call that
margin expansion.”

Needless to say, gig work in the
“sharing economy” has disappointed
earlier expectations that it would
produce an explosion of micro-
entrepreneurship. Driving an Uber is
no one’s dream job, and the company’s
drivers have found themselves locked
in a protracted battle for better pay and
work conditions. Nonetheless, we should
bear in mind the social interactions that
will be lost when all Ubers - indeed, all
transportation — become driverless.

The same concerns apply to retail
work, which Amazon plans to
eliminate through its Amazon Go
cashier-less convenience stores. Again,
retail is nobody’s dream job, not least
because it doesn’t pay well. But if we
eliminate all these positions, what
occasions will we have to interact with
others unlike ourselves?

é¢ Driving an Uber isno one’s
dream job, and the company’s drivers
have found themselves locked
in a protracted battle for better pay

Humans are naturally gregarious
animals. Our happiness depends on
being with other humans. But this
fundamental trait combines awkwardly
with another feature of our evolved
psychologies: suspicion of strangers. This
makes perfect sense when one considers
that the forager bands of our Pleistocene
ancestors had around 50-100 members,
many of whom were related.

In fact, humankind’s crowning
achievement is not the Moon landing
or the invention of the computer. It is
that we, the descendants of xenophobic
hunter-gatherers, have built sprawling,
diverse societies comprising tens of
millions of strangers. Though many
students who attend diverse colleges say
they enjoy meeting new kinds of people,
research shows that even these social
butterflies tend to stick with their own.
Only when they join the working world
do they find that they have no option
but to get along with strangers who look,
sound, and act unlike themselves.

But even then, our shy, occasionally
murderous inner apes will reassert
themselves in times of stress or
political and economic uncertainty. In
recent years, some of us have found it
disturbingly easy to imagine that all
immigrants are bringing drugs, crime,
and disease into our countries. And
social media’s biased sampling of our
online expression has aggravated this
problem, as well as deepened social,
partisan, and other divisions.

How will we form social connections
and develop empathy in an economy
where teachers, baristas, cab drivers,
and retail clerks have all become
highly efficient machines? We certainly
cannot count on “social” platforms like
Twitter, where our murderous inner
apes reign supreme.

Let us return to the example of
Uber. When you hail a ride, you can
act insultingly or simply sit sullenly,
but this may affect your rating; in the
future, nearby drivers may skip over you

and work conditions ee

for higher-rated passengers. But if you
engage your drivers in interested and
polite conversation, you will most likely
maintain a good rating. Better yet, these
incentives generally lead to enjoyable
exchanges. You might just learn
something interesting from someone
you wouldn’t otherwise have met.

As for retail clerks, there has been
much discussion about the growing
social divide between workers in San
Francisco’s flourishing tech industry
and all those who perform traditional
services for them. Store clerks don’t get
to rate Google software engineers as
customers. But at least when they come
face to face, each gets a glimpse of the
other. When an initiative proposing a
higher minimum wage or more spending
on affordable housing appears on the
ballot, those software engineers may
be more likely to support it because
they can picture whom it will benefit. If
Amazon Go eliminates such encounters
(San Francisco already has four stores),
will they still support social policies that
don’t help them directly?

To be sure, commentators in 2030 will
probably look back at the introduction of
Amazon Go as the beginning of the end
of the human store clerk. But as citizens
of diverse democracies, we should
recognize what is at stake when we use
technology to disintermediate economic
interactions. There may come a time
when we need to subsidize expensive,
less “efficient” work, much as we do now
with renewable energy. The fact is that
we need other humans in our lives to
avoid despair, and we need encounters
with those unlike ourselves to sustain
our diverse democracies. Automating
service jobs may solve some problems,
but it will create plenty of new ones. Will
the tradeoft be worth it?

is Professor of Ethics at
Victoria University of Wellington, New
Zealand.




Automating
Segregation

As more companies seek higher
profits through automation,
artificial intelligence, and other
digital innovations, we should
consider what is lost when we
replace humans with machines.

Nicholas Agar *
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conscience of religion agreeable with the
scientific and rational view of the world
and its structure. Mardzhani and other
Tatar educators’ roles have been crucial
for preserving, spreading religious
knowledge and contributing to practice
Islam in the Middle Volga region.

Walking away from the Mardzhani
mosque, towards the New Tatar
Settlement, you will be able to see the
Azimov mosque, which was built in
1887. This mosque was built by the
merchant Azimov and replaced a
mosque of wood, which had stood in
the same place since 1804. The Tatar
famous writer and poet Ravil Bukharaev
in his book ‘Saga of Kazan, published in
2005, stated:

“A slender, 51 meters tall minaret and
the rectangular building of the mosque
are most tastefully decorated with carved
stone and majolica; the forms of the
mosque are wonderfully harmonious,
giving it’s airy feeling, its grace and
exquisite proportionality”

The history of the creation of this
mosque, along with the contribution
that Tatars merchants made to
developing Islamic civilisation in this
region are exceptionally revealing.

Interestingly, the original mosque in this
place was a modest one, even without a
minaret. The merchant Mustafa Azimoyv,
had performed a pilgrimage (Hajj)
to Mecca. In 1851he built on this old
mosque site another wooden mosque,
but with a minaret. His son, Mustafa
after his father’s death, completed the
building with the finishing touches and
broadened the nearby streets. Finally,
in 1886 he donated the funds towards
the construction of a grand mosque
of stone, which has survived all the
vicissitudes of the past. The efforts
of spreading Islam in the land of the
Middle Volga by the merchant family of
Azimov are undoubtably the pride of all
the Tatar nation.

Now, I would like to invite you
to the other side of the Qaban lake,
where you will see Zakabannaya or
the Thousandth Anniversary of Islam
Mosque or the Anniversary Mosque.
This mosque is particularly important
as it serves as a reminder of a key event
when Tatars became part of the Islamic
civilisation. The aim of the building
was to commemorate the thousandth
anniversary of the Islamisation of the
Volga Bulgars in 922 AD. Based on a

design of Pechnikov from 1914, the
mosque was built from 1924 and 1926
with private donations by Muslims. The
mosque is also significant because it
was the only mosque built in the region
during the Soviet period. It was closed
in the 1930s as part of the Soviet Union
persecution of Muslims and was only
reopened and used again by Muslims
in 1991.

Tatarstan hosts more than 1,000
mosques, including the newly-built
and preserved mosques such as the
Burnaevskaya (1872), the Iske Tash’
(1830-1840), the Red (1867), and the
Pale Blue (1810-1815). As my story
demonstrates, every Tatar mosque has
a unique history, which is especially
crucial for preserving Islam in the
Middle Volga, and key for developing
Islamic civilisation. However, is it better
to see once rather than hear about it a
thousand times? If the answer is yes,
Tatarstanga Rehim Itegez!
(Welcome to Tatarstan!).

is an academic visitor
at St Antony’s College, Oxford University.
She holds a PhD from Durham
University (UK).

- December 2019



e

=

(%]
=y
]
Q
_hm_
=i

S

ardzha

M




e¢ The efforts of spreading Islam in the land

| Tatarstan |

Azimov mosque

of the Middle Volga by the merchant family of Azimov
are undoubtably the pride of all the Tatar nation ee

educator and the last imam of the Kazan

Khanate, by whose name the mosque
was titled. Originally it was built in
the 16™ century but was destroyed
during the Siege of Kazan in 1552 by
Ivan the Terrible. Under his policies, a
large number of Tatars (Bulgars) were
forcibly converted to Christianity and
were culturally Russified. The modern

Qol Sharif Mosque embodies historical

continuity, showing Kazan once again

to become the hub of Islamic education

and devotion. Its fabulous architecture
rekindles the image of the mosque as
a cultural and educational centre, akin
to its 16™ century predecessors - the
mosques and madrasa compound -

founded by Qol Sharif, and preserved in

Tatar’s memories.

Walking from Kazan Kremlin to
another of our destinations will be
pleasant. In addition to stunning
historical buildings, you can view
the impressive building of Kazan
Federal University. It has an even more
impressive history and names linked
with it, such as its founder the famous
mathematician Nikolai Lobachevsky,
along with students, like Leo Tolstoy,
and Sergei Aksakov. Walking towards
the symbolically named Tatarstan street
will lead to the oldest of the present-
day Kazan mosques, named after the
historian and scholar S. Mardzhani.
The mosque was built in 1767. The
establishment of the mosque links
with key historical events in Tatar
history. In the year, 1767, the Russian

Empress Catherina the Great, whom
Tatars called Ebi-Patshah (“The Granny
Queen’) visited Kazan, and with this
visit, she officially ended the practice
of forceful baptism and allowed the
Tatars to build mosques. The mosque
combines Bulgar-Tatar decoration and
carved stone ornaments and became a
real adornment of Kazan, and without
doubt, its uniqueness adds value to the
development of Islamic civilisation. At
the same time, the contemporary name
of the mosque is a homage to the great
Tatar religious reformer, historian, and
educator Shigabutdin Mardzhani, who
served as an imam between 1867-81.

If you look right, you will see near the
mosque Mardzhani’s house and the
madrasa, where he taught pupils a new
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Qol Sharif mosque built in 2005. It can accommodate 1,500 persons and another ten thousand persons in the area in front of it.

. | Welcome to
Rehim Itegez! the Republic

of Tatarstan! Wherever you are flying
around the world, I would like to
change your travel direction for a

couple of minutes while reading this
piece to virtually invite you to visit

my homeland. Welcome to the land of
Volga Tatars, who established the state
Volga Bulgaria between 700 and 1238,
fell under the armies of Batu Khan

in the late 1230s, became the part of

the Golden Horde. After its collapse,

in the 1430s, the Khanate of Kazan
established independence, which was
then conquered by Tsar Ivan the Terrible
in the 1550s, sharing, from this point, its
future destiny with Russia. Having such
history, my homeland became the land

‘Where East Meets West’, the land, where
more than 100 different nationalities
learned to live in peace and harmony.
Welcome to the land, where Tatar’s
dedication, despite painful events in the
past, is to be tolerant to other cultures
and traditions. At the same time,
Tatar preserves a rich identity, centred
around religion. Preserving and keeping
mosques, as the symbol of Islam, along
with opening madrasa for spreading
the ideas of Islam in the Middle Volga,
is extremally important for Tatars’
contribution to Islamic civilisation.
Please follow me to the city centre of
Kazan, Tatarstan’s capital. At the heart
of Kazan is the historic and architectural
complex of the Kazan Kremlin, which
is a UNESCO World Heritage site. By

walking through the entrance of the
Kazan Kremlin and by turning left,

the path will bring you to the famous
mosque Qol Sharif, which was built in
2005. It is a complex of three buildings:
the mosque and two pavilions. The
mosque can accommodate 1,500
persons and another ten thousand
persons in the area in front of it. The
mosque complex includes the building
of the mosque, a museum of history
about spreading Islam in the territory
of the Middle Volga, a room for the
grand wedding ceremony and the
imam’s office. The mosque represents
the history of the land, as aimed by its
designers, serving as a living memorial
to the fallen defenders of Kazan. Among
them was a famous scholar, poet,

¢6 Preserving and keeping mosques, as the symbol of Islam,
along with opening madrasa for spreading the ideas of Islam
in the Middle Volga, is extremally important for Tatars’
contribution to Islamic civilisation ee
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Volga Tatars Mosques

A Great Role
in Islamic Civilization

Every Tatar mosque has a unique history,
which is especially crucial for preserving Islam
in the Middle Volga, and key for developing
Islamic civilisation.
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1. HRH the Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman
attending the Formula-E
races in Diriyah.

2. A view of race track in
Diriyah, a Riyadh suburb.

3. British Motor racing driver
Alexander Sims takes
checkered flag to win.

4. Motor racing drivers
competing for their teams
in ABB FIA Formula-E
Championship in Diriyah
near Riyadh.

The victory came with another
laurel for Britain in the race, with
Envision Virgin Racing’s Sam Bird
winning the season opener. Bird, a
professional racing driver, was not able
to carry the thrust, crashed out with
27 minutes remaining after a tangle
with Jaguar’s Mitch Evans, and slipped
to third in the overall standings and a
point behind Mercedes driver Stoffel
Vandoorne. Sims had 35 points while
Vandoorne had 27.

The New Formula-E season made
history as Mercedes and Porsche also
entered the fray. The Chinese motor
racing team DS Techeetah’s reigning
champion, Jean-Eric Vergne, failed to
score for the second consecutive race,
ending up 11th after dropping to the

back of the grid with a 20-place penalty
for a battery change.

Speaking enthusiastically after
winning the race, Sims, who started
the race from pole position, said: “That
was pretty much a dream race” “We
seemed to execute everything well,
made the right decisions at the right
times. It just all went smoothly today.
Crossing that line was an amazing
feeling”, he added. The whole race was
a memorable experience for the crowds
of different nationalities including a
large number of Saudi youngsters.

People also saw history in the
making as Reema Juffali was back in
action as the VIP driver on day two
of the Jaguar I-PACE eTROPHY,
along with team Saudi drivers Fahad

Algosaibi and Mashhur Bal Hejaila.
Reema, 27, who hails from Jeddah;
became the first woman racer to
compete in her own country. To this
end, it is important to note that the
ban on woman motorists was lifted by
Crown Prince Mohammed Bin Salman
in June last year.

Educated in the United States, Reema
was cheered by thousands of fans as
she raced at the Diriyah Circuit. Before
starting the race, she said: “I am very
excited, I never thought this day would
come, or at least I didn’t know when
and it came a lot sooner than expected.
I'm a year into racing and here I am
now about to race at home which is an
incredible feeling”

Speaking on this occasion,

Prince Abdul Aziz bin Turki Al-

Faisal, Chairman of Saudi Arabia’s
General Sports Authority, called

this a “watershed” moment for the
Kingdom. “Formula-E marks the
launch of the Diriyah Season, the first
weekend in the month of big, stand-
alone international events that we are
promoting in the Kingdom. Formula-E
is part of the overall plan of hosting big
events and promoting sports”, Prince
Abdul Aziz added.

Prince Abdul Aziz pointed out
that Saudi Arabia will also host the
Dakar Rally in January next year. The
General Sports Authority (GSA) has
successfully hosted two editions of
Formula-E, and it is now planning to
hold other world-class motorsport
events. The Dakar Rally, one of the
most grueling races in the world, will
be held from January 5 to January
17 next year in Riyadh with 351
participants. The GSA has signed a 10-
year deal with Dakar.

Diriyah, on the outskirts of Riyadh,
where the opening round of the ABB
FIA Formula-E Championship with
a doubleheader of races on Nov. 22
and 23 was hosted, is a UNESCO
World Heritage site. The track for
the Diriyah E-Prix features one of
the longest straits of any track on the
Formula-E circuit — which provides
an opportunity to boost speed.

On November 22 and November 23,
the ABB FIA Formula-E Championship
returned to the UNESCO World
Heritage site of Diriyah, Saudi Arabia.
The race also marks ABB’s third
season as a title partner. ABB, as
the series’ official charging partner,
supplied specially modified Terra 53
DC chargers to the teams throughout
season 6. T




| Formula-E |

Tl,l e ABB FIA Formula-E Championship

heralded a new era on the 15" of
December 2018 as the Ad Diriyah E-Prix in
Saudi Arabia set the fifth season of electric
street racing in motion. The biggest grid in
Formula-E history lined up on the day, as 22
drivers racing for 11 teams went all-out to
decide the first winner in the FIA Formula-E
Gen?2 car. Saudi Arabian Airlines (SAUDIA)
was the race title sponsor for the season
opener of the Formula-E, acquiring the
naming rights for the 2019 SAUDIA Diriyah
E-Prix double-header. SAUDIA is also the
official airline partner of the event.

This year in Formula-E, British driver
Alexander Sims grabbed the first Formula-E
win in Saudi Arabia, by defeating BMW
Andretti teammate Max Gunther in Diriyah
Circuit, a suburb circuit located on the
north-western outskirts of the Saudi capital
city Riyadh. In the race watched by a huge
crowd, Sims won the first Formula-E victory
of his career after leading a BMW Andretti in
the second of two races.
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Formula-E
’ SAUDIA Diriyah E-Prix -

TheABB FIA Formula-E Championship with Saudi
Arabian Airlines (SAUDIA) as title sponsor returned to
Saudi Arabia this year in a bigger and better format.

- By Ghazanfar Ali Khan
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Start making it real with our Round The World trip planner on SkyTeam.com
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) O ) O is set to be particularly
exciting for SkyTeam as it

will mark 20 years since our alliance
was established.

A lot has happened in the last two
decades. We've welcomed world-
class airlines to our family, opened
lounges that allow customers to travel
in style and introduced innovative
technologies and services to
streamline your travel experience.

We have much more planned as we
strive to create the global airline
alliance of the future. Here’s a look
back at the best of SkyTeam in 2019:

SkyTeam Rebooking: when a
delayed, diverted or cancelled flight

| SkyTeam |

2020
The Year To Celebrate

disrupts your plans, SkyTeam will
get you back on your way as soon

as possible. Head to an alliance
member’s ticket desk to be rerouted
onto another alliance member’s
flight up to 48 hours before
departure. Already in operation at
major hubs across the globe, this
service will be in 100 airports by the
end of this month.

SkyTeam Lounges: a place to unwind,
our lounges are loved by Elite Plus,
Business, and First Class passengers.
In October, we opened the doors

to our seventh lounge in Istanbul
New Airport, so now passengers can
absorb the warmth and hospitality of
Turkey without stepping foot outside
of the airport.

SkyPriority: we never stop improving
our service for the 630+ million
customers who travel across our
global network every year. Send your
comments, thoughts, and feedback

to us via the free SkyPriority App,
available in 16 languages, and help
shape the experience of other travelers.

We've told you our plans; now it’s time
to start making yours. With SkyTeam
by your side, it’s all possible.

SkyTeam is an alliance of 19 airlines
across a global network that collectively
welcomes customers on more

than 14,500 daily flights to 1,150+
destinations in 175+ countries.

Find out more at www.skyteam.com
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| Around the World |

A Desert in Bloom

A lake that has turned green from algae in Chile’s Atacama desert.
The Atacama is the driest desert on Earth.

Photograph by: Ben Horton
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