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Booking and buying tickets

Displaying flight details

Managing Alfursan
membership

Select
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Manage booking

Seat selection
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Wi-Fi vouchers onboard

Issue boarding pass
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Alfursan Program

Is a loyalty program for frequent travelers on SAUDIA.

This program offers Alfursan members a variety of exclusive
privileges and rewards such as the wide connectivity with
international airlines as a result of SAUDIA joining SkyTeam
alliance; and the benefits of the services and promotions
offered by Alfursan partners (banks, hotels, car rentals,
communications, retailers and others) allowing

them to earn additional rewards of miles.
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Boeing B777-368ER

A: 413 seats — 30 Business Class, 383 Guest Class

B: 381 seats, 30 Business Class, 351 Guest Class

C: 305 seats — 24 First Class, 36 Business Class, 245 Guest Class

D: 290 seats, 12 First Class (Suites), 36 Business Class, 242 Guest Class
Length: 259 ft (78.86 m)

Wingspan: 213 ft (64.80 m)

Cruising speed: 493 knots (567 mph, 913 km/h) /ﬁ-SADM‘U—"Iﬂ"J wl

Maximum Cruising Altitude: 43,000 ft (13,100 m)
Range: 7,930 nautical miles (14,685 km)
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Boeing B787-10

Seating Capacity: 357 seats

24 Business class, 333 Economy class
Length: 224 ft (68.3 m)

Wingspan: 197 ft (60.1 m)

Cruising Speed: 488 Knot (561 mph, 903 km/h)
Maximum Cruising Altitude: 41,100 ft (12,527 m)
Range: 6430 nautical miles (11,910 km)
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Airbus A330-300

A: 298 seats, 36 Business Class, 262 Guest Class
B: 288 seats, 36 Business Class, 252 Guest Class
C: 330 seats, 30 Business Class, 300 Guest Class
Length: 209 ft (63.73 m)

Wingspan: 198 ft (60.30 m)

Cruising Speed: 470 knots (537 mph, 871 km/h)
Maximum Cruising Altitude: 36,000 ft (11,000 m)
Range: 5,850 nautical miles (10,830 km)
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Boeing B787-9 Dreamliner

Seating Capacity: 298 seats

24 Business Class, 274 Guest Class

Length: 206 ft 1 in (62.8 m)

Wingspan: 197 ft 3 in (60.1 m)

Cruising speed: 490 knots (567 mph, 912 km/h)
Maximum Cruising Altitude: 43,000 ft (13,100 m)
Range: 8000-8300 nautical miles (14,800-15,372 km)
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Airbus A321

Seating Capacity: 165 seats

20 Business Class, 145 Guest Class

Length: 146 ft (44.51 m)

Wingspan: 112 ft (34.10 m)

Cruising speed: 447 knots (511 mph, 828 km/h)
Maximum Cruising Altitude: 36,000 ft (11,000 m)
Range: 3,000 nautical miles (5,600 km)
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Airbus A320ceo

A: 116 seats — 20 Business Class, 96 Guest Class
B: 132 seats — 12 Business Class, 120 Guest Class
Length: 123 ft 3 in (37.57 m)

Wingspan: 112 ft ( 34.10 m)

Cruising speed: 447 knots (511 mph, 828 km/h)
Maximum Cruising Altitude: 36,000 ft (11,000 m)
Range: 3,200 nautical miles (5,900 km)

C: 144 seats — 12 Business Class, 132 Guest Class
Length: 123 ft 3in (37.57 m)

Wingspan: 117 ft 5 in (35.80 m)

Cruising speed: 515 mph (829 km/h)

Max Cruising Altitude: 39,100 — 41,000 ft (11,900 — 12,500 m)
Range: 3,300 nautical miles (6,100 km)
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Al s now capable of increasingly complex decisions
and may soon even surpass human creativity.

Returning to the digital transformation
survey, Shipilov concluded that whilst 81
percent of board members saw digital as an
opportunity, there was a clear preference
for alliances rather than growing digital
transformation capacity in-house.

Building on these findings, INSEAD
Professor Theos Evgeniou described how
we have arrived at the era of Al with its
attendant all-encompassing disruption.
Al is now capable of increasingly complex
decisions and may soon even surpass
human creativity. He explained the shift
from Symbolic AI, where a human fed a
machine with rules and data to produce
an output, to Statistical Al in which the
machine itself learns from the output and
produces its own rules.

Needless to say, humans must adapt their
approach to AL Evgeniou emphasized
the necessity of a holistic approach for
directors to understand the organizational
change implicit in Al They should
take into consideration factors from IT
infrastructure and management to the
philosophical principles at stake and the
regulations AI potentially disrupts.

According to INSEAD Professor Stanislav
Shekshnia, the role of the executive
commiittee entails risk taking and value
creation. The role of the board and chairs,
however, is either to lead and oversee
change or to “remain an island of stability”
At the forum, he led a panel with chairs
who discussed their own transformation
experiences at the board and firm levels.

Managing change is a core activity for
boards. Anat Bar-Gera, Chair of Cyverse
AG and board member of the Bank of
Cyprus, pointed out possible detrimental
outcomes if the board does not accept a
rapidly changing marketplace. She made
reference to recently collapsed Thomas
Cook as an example of a board unable to
see the writing on the wall.

Claus Hemmingsen, Chair of DFDS
A/S and Maersk Drilling, explained
that if a board is reluctant to discuss
transformation, action might be in order:
“If you cannot change board behavior

when, for instance, transformative change
in the company is deemed necessary, you
may need to change board members”

Thierry Sommelet, former Chairman of
Soitec and Chairman of the supervisory
board Greenbureau, added that board
members had a “need for reverse
mentoring’. Less established directors had
talents that were not always present in
members who had been on the board for
a long time. This could be an issue of tech
savviness, but also in other dimensions,
such as “emotional intelligence”.

Once a board understands that change is
necessary, what are the next steps?

Liselotte Engstam, a chair and non-
executive director for both listed and
private companies, and an advisor on
digitalization of corporate governance to
the European Commission, confessed that
she was “afraid of missed opportunities”
She recommended the use of temporary
committees, combining the board, the
executive team and external contributors
for a deep dive when necessary.

In another session, INSEAD Professor
Loic Sadoulet spoke about the critical role
of good governance and better information:
“We need to have better investment in what
the future’s going to be””

Sadoulet described how the global
economy is at “a delicate moment”.
Increased inequalities lead to more
populism and more risks, he explained.
Boards in particular must steer their
companies away from “what they do”
towards well-defined business models.

He shared a definition of VUCA from
West Point where it describes a leadership
stance. At the US Army’s leadership
academy, instead of volatility, uncertainty,
complexity and ambiguity, the acronym
stands for vision, understanding, clarity
and adaptability. A vision is defining the
desired future and planning for it. “If the
world is uncertain,” he said, “we have to
start developing a clear understanding, not
only the transactional aspect of change, but
the transformation aspect of change. If the
world is complex, we need to build clarity,
in the sense that we need to have open
eyes, read mixed signals and make sense
out of this”
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At the organizational level, a talent
transformation has arisen in recent
decades. INSEAD Professor Jennifer
Petriglieri described how both partners in
most couples enjoy productive, fulfilling
careers rather than the old model of one
spouse trailing after another. These dual-
career couples are left out of the current
talent management paradigm with the
expectation of a high potential jumping at
any new position they are offered. Firms
need to adjust their expectations and
strategy to retain the best talent that they
themselves have often nurtured.

Boards have to understand this change
and encourage a culture that accepts and
invests in a “plurality of paths to the top”
They need to consider and adapt to the
equality of ambition present in dual career
top management and executives.

Finally, Professor José Luis Alvarez,
Academic Director of the INSEAD
Corporate Governance Centre, shared
a preview of his findings from a recent
report on board renewal. There is a
movement towards professionalization;
directors desire more in-depth and further
engagement in directorship roles. In recent
research, 78 percent of directors declared
they wanted board work to be their main
occupation. Nevertheless, getting onto a
board continues to be difficult, despite the
increasing popularity of search firms to find
the right fit, culture and expertise. Alvarez
reminded the participants that networking
(both at the professional and personal level)
remains the key to unlock the door to a
board position. According to the study,

61 percent of directors found their board
position through these networks.

However, Alvarez’ main message was
about how holding a seat on the board
in these times of renewed expectations,
transformation and greater scrutiny is
not easy. It requires dedication and full
commitment to overcome the global and
interpersonal challenges directors face.

: The Executive Director of the
INSEAD Corporate Governance Centre.
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A Corporate
Governance
Paradigm Shift

Directors need to prepare for
board renewal and transformation 8

on many levels.
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Th sustainability of conventional
corporate governance models has
recently come into question. Directors are
living in the midst of intense competition
in a business environment disrupted by
shifts in technology, macroeconomics
and geopolitics. As a result, some of the
critical questions that boards need to
confront are: What transforms the business
environment today? What are our risks and
opportunities? Can directors continue to be
effective without considering recalibration
and renewal?

With warnings about the need for change
at multiple levels, board chairs, directors,
senior executives and academic experts
came together at the 2019 INSEAD
Directors Forum on our Europe campus
to discuss transformations that will affect
corporate governance and boards.

INSEAD faculty continues to research
what boards are like and what the future
may hold for them. In our current
environment, transformation - from
personal and organizational change to
digital innovation - is a vital topic of
study. Building on our academic expertise,
the forum was the ideal platform to ask
a fundamental question: What is the

role of the board and the chair in the

transformational journey?

Iréne Mia from the Economist Group
provided a clear picture of the geopolitical
playing field, describing weak growth
as “slowbalisation” with an overview of
the global “democracy deficit” These are
phenomena boards must carefully grasp
in order to make informed decisions and
strategic moves.

Informed boards

How board members learn was one
question in the 2018 Boardroom Digital
Transformation Survey presented by
INSEAD Professor Andrew Shipilov. The
survey uncovered that the most common
ways board members learn is by listening
to speakers and reading. However, a
striking result was that nearly a third said
they just didn’t learn about innovation.
Without information, rumors and myths
SrOW.

Shipilov debunked four myths around
disruption, based on research done in
collaboration with INSEAD Professor
Nathan Furr.

1. The first myth is that transformation

means total disruption. In fact, it does
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not have to be; transformation can

be another wave of change. “The key
difference is the speed and intensity of
change,” explained Shipilov.

2. The second myth is that all businesses
will move online. The leading disruptor
and most successful online business,
Amazon, has developed brick-and-
mortar spaces.

3. Another common misconception
about disruption, the third myth, is
that moving into digital equals the
rapid acquisition of startups. Not all
businesses can work this way, naturally.
Fitting a small, agile company with
digital natives into an established
multinational could prove complex
in terms of organizational culture, for
example.

4. The fourth myth is that digital
transformation is only about
technology. Shipilov explained that
transformation needs to be integrated at
the organizational level. Opportunities
for innovation should be spread
out across the firm. “Revolution
and disruption are not the way for
transformation. I believe in evolution,”
he commented.



The other tour which I found
fascinating was that to Kilmainham
Gaol Prison, where I learned about
the Irish history and their struggles
for independence, their troubled
history with England and about the
Great Famine. It is one of the largest
unoccupied gaols in Europe built by the
British in 1796. Its cells held many of
the most famous people involved in the
campaign for Irish independence.

Dublin by night
Experiencing Dublin’s streets at night
takes you into another world, afar from
the literature and history of this great
city. It's where you see the old and

., new rubbing shoulders. It is amazing

how the city comes alive at night in its
any theatres, traditional music venues
and cinemas, above all the ‘craic; that

inclusive, cheerful and quintessentially
% Irish-blend of humour and conversation.
“It is so easy to make friends while
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ordering fish and chips or eating a
homemade Shepherd’s Pie in one of the
dozens of cafes that line Dublin’s streets.

Forty shades of green

I was so adamant to extend my trip few
days to see the Irish countryside. It is
where the landscape starts to scream in
color as wildflowers line narrow roads,
and green hedgerows separate property
lines. It is where you get to see Yeats’
childhood home and the mountains,
lakes and lore that inspired him to
write his most famous verse, The Lake
Isle of Innisfree. It is where Wilde’s
family resided, tucked up in the famous
Wicklow mountains. It'is where you’ll
see Ireland immersed in its 40 shades of
green which I found them in all sorts of
landscapes, gardens, mountains, fields
and lawns.

There have been many visitors to Ireland
who have admitted to leaving their hearts
behind. I am definitely one. &



Dublin

Aerial view of Ireland’s countryside.
The Emerald Isle lives up to its
nickname as the countryside bursts
into “40 Shades of Green,” a phrase
popularized in a song by the country
singer Johnny Cash after his visit

to Ireland.
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literary moments and a voyage into the
heart of the city itself.

No one is worthy of being given a
building all to himself, none other than
James Joyce, one of the most hard-to-
read yet internationally known and
celebrated Irish writers.

Although he lived in voluntary exile
abroad, Joyce was able to accurately
paint a picture of Dublin in detail that it
would be difficult to achieve for someone
walking its streets. The novel that shows
this most clearly is his famous work
Ulysses, where he said: “I want to give a
picture of Dublin so complete that if the
city one day suddenly disappeared from
the earth, it could be reconstructed out of
my book”. In his book Dubliners, he was
obsessed with the details of the locale,
representing precisely the exact spread
of the land, the actual names of streets
and businesses, the minutia of everyday
business transactions and customs.
“When I die, Dublin will be written in
my heart’, Joyce said.

Today, the James Joyce center houses a
reconstruction of the writer’s study. There
you can see a roughly-made bed, papers
strewn everywhere, clothes hung onto
any available protrusion, a screening
room, and a Ulysses-themed mural. It is
a still life in an ornate gilded frame. But
his spirit is not confined within the space

5 eagmpadfl] r-:i‘;, head i ofa .single l.louse. It roams the city freely,
- " : oL 3 reminding it that writer and space are
; intertwined.

At Stephens Green Park and Merrion
square, not far from Trinity College, is
the statue of Oscar Wilde, captured in
a sculpture of colorful stone. Another
stands for William Butler Yeats, who is
known for his struggle for Irish freedom
and the revival of Irish culture.

Among the literary tours I mostly
enjoyed, was that to the Trinity College.
Nestled in the heart of Dublin, Trinity
College stands proud for having
academically nurtured writers like
Samuel Beckett, Jonathan Swift, Oscar
Wilde, and Lord Byron. The college
is one of the world’s greatest research
libraries. More than 200,000 books are
neatly placed on dark wooden, vertical
shelves that line the famous Long Room
where you can inhale the fragrance of
aging leather, paper and history.
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Dublin
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Nestled in the heart of Dublin, Trinity College
stands proud for having academically
nurtured writers like Samuel Beckett,
Jonathan Swift, Oscar Wilde, and Lord Byron.

Trinity College stands asa 16th-century bucolic
retreat in the heart of the city, known as Ireland’s

oldest and most prestigious university.
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The Daniel O’Connell statue stands on the city’s main thoroughfare O’Connell street,
named after Daniel O’Connell, the Irish liberator.

the world according to a “quality of life
assessment” by The Economist magazine.
Although the recession has hit the
country hard, Dublin remains an affluent
and cosmopolitan city filled with trendy
restaurants and designer shops. The city
has a higher standard of living than some
of the most popular cities in Europe,
according to a 2019 global survey. It
came ahead of London, Paris and Rome
among others.

I decided to stay in a cozy hotel at the
city center to get the feel of the town
and explore it on foot, with all the
main attractions being close by. Despite
the packed streets, the city centre is
a walker’s delight, with village-like
charms and historic neighborhoods
which stand as reminders of gentler,
slower-moving times.

The streets were teeming with people,
either heading for work or seeking to
explore the many shops that line the
O’Connell street, the Irish capital’s main
boulevard. Though short, it is reputed to
be Europe’s widest urban street. In the
middle of it, a 120 meters spire stands as
the tallest sculpture in the world, costing

millions of Euros to clean every year.

Most buses run through this street.

I took the “Hip on, Hip off” tour bus,
which is a great way to get a feel of

the city. The drivers of the Dublin

bus sightseeing tours made every ride
memorable, known for their quick wit,
their unfathomable store of quirky tales
and their ability to condense hundreds
of years of history into entertaining and
memorable snippets.

From my window bus, I got a beautiful
view of River Liffey as it runs in the
middle of the city, dividing it into north
and south sides before emptying into
the Irish Sea. It was a lively scene. We
passed by neighborhoods that still hold
memories of old Dublin. We passed the
memorial of starving men, making their
way toward Dublin Port to leave Ireland’s
shores during the Great Famine of the
1840s. A replica of the ship is anchored
there in tribute to the one million who
emigrated. On the other side of the
shore, we saw a modern look of Dublin,
with endless dining and entertainment
options, fashionable apartments and
stylish restaurants.
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Where literature comes alive

At every twist and turn, amidst
centuries-old cafes and Georgian
architecture, the city’s walkways remind
you that they were once trodden by some
of the world’s literary giants. There is
nowhere to run, nowhere to hide from
literature in Dublin. The city is one of
only four cities in the world to achieve
the status of UNESCO City of Literature.
Many of the greatest literary giants the
world has ever known have called Ireland
home: W. B. Yeats, Oscar Wilde, James
Joyce, G. B.Shaw, and Oliver Goldsmith.

The walls of the city are decorated with
Irish quotes and verses. You get your first
whift of how much the city of Dublin
is proud of its literature from those
quotes that you see printed at intervals
onto the airport walls the moment you
land into this ancient city. You would
see the dark black print superimposed
onto the buildings and houses of the city
itself, making it look as if the words of
those great men and Dublin were one.
But there is no doubt, in the minds of
Dubliners, indeed, they are. From then
on, it’s an unstoppable crescendo of
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[ts centuries-old cafes and Georgian
architecture stand as reminders of gentler,
slower-moving times, rubbing shoulders with
a new, cosmopolitan look that is attracting

many iImmigrants and tourists alike.

The state-of-the-art Convention Centre of Dublin appears on the city’s skyline, with a glass-fronted atrium that
gives visitors panoramic views of the River Liffey, Dublin city centre and the Wicklow mountains.
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It S greenery has captivated the

minds and souls of many. All
shades of greenery surround you, and
at any direction you take. It was a trip
to the birthplace of Wilde, Yeats and
Beckett. A land of rolling hills, bright
vegetation, seducing landscapes, lots of
wind and the sound and spray of the
ocean. This, to many, is Ireland.

On the very first days of my trip, I
remained in awe at the beauty of the
place. They’ve called it the Emerald Isle.
It is one of the most beautiful countries
in the world, the country that has long
enthralled the imagination of travelers.
Perhaps it’s the feel of the “old country”,
or possibly it is the stories of irresistibly
warm Irish hospitality and dynamic
Celtic heritage. Or it could be those
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pictures of verdant, shades-of-green
countryside and dramatic coastal scenery
experienced amidst the Irish obsession
with music and dance.

Located on the east coast of Ireland,
where the River Liffey enters the Irish
Sea, Dublin, the capital, still retains the
charm and intimacy of the small town
that was the birthplace of many great
writers.

With a population of around 1.361
million people - nearly one-third of the
Irish population, the city is no longer
the sad Ireland of the one million people
who left it after the Great Famine in
the 1840s, looking for jobs. It actually
witnessed unprecedented economic
growth during the 1990’s and in 2005
it was ranked the best place to live in
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Dublin

Among Ireland’s
Literary Giants

Dublin retains the charm and intimacy of the

~ small town that was the birthplace of many great
writers. It is one of the most beautiful countries
in the world, the country that has long enthralled
the imagination of travelers.

By Noor Al Saleh

The 200-year-old Ha’penny bridge
spans the River Liffey in.the middle
of Dublin, where an estimated
30,000 people cross it every day.
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An aerial view of Al-Ahsa pesenting a blend of modernity, antiquity and greenery.
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these caves were used as shelters by
several prominent figures in the past
including the Chaldeans (of Babylon)
and kings of the Dilmun civilization.

A visitor to the caves can also find
provision stores besides a museum and a
mosque in the vicinity.

At a short distance from the caves,
one can find natural springs named as
Al-Jawhariah, Um Sabah, Al-Khodoud,
and Al-Harah. It is also believed that the
water of these springs has had healing
properties because of the presence of
different minerals in the water. Then,
there is also the Yellow Lake, which spans
about 12 kilometers on the outskirts of
Al-Ahsa. The lake across the dunes is an
interesting destination for locals as well
as tourists.

Another place of historical importance
in Al-Ahsa region is the Juwatha
Mosque, located in the village of Al-
Kilabiyah, just a few kilometers from
Hofuf. According to historical accounts,
Juwatha Mosque was the earliest mosque
built in eastern Arabia in 629 Ad by the
Bani Abdul Qais tribe. A large part of the
mosque’s building except the five original
mud-brick arches is lost. This mosque,
still used for prayers, is also considered
to be the second oldest mosque, the first
being in Medina.

Another interesting place to visit in
Al-Ahsa is the 200-year old Qaisarya
Souk, whose accounts have been found
in the diaries of the travelers dating
back to 1822. This souk, which has
about 420 shops in a cluster built by clay
bricks, has not changed much during
the last two centuries. Another historic
landmark to visit without any entry fee
is Ibrahim Palace, it was built during
the early days of the Ottoman rule and
it has a mosque and a museum. Most of
Ibrahim Palace including old stables and
guards’ dormitories are still preserved,
explaining the history and heritage of the
region.

Al-Ahsa region is also known for its
old potter skills. The Dougha Handmade
Pottery Factory, started by a trained
potter Dougha Al Garash over 150 years
ago, is one of the oldest factories in the
Kingdom. Al Garash trained his sons
and grandsons, who are still running
this factory. Any visitor can buy clay
souvenirs including pots, flasks, vases,
and vessels from the store of the factory
at low prices. =
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Sajjad Al-Kadhem
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Jabal Al-Qarah caves, about a 30-minute drive from Hofuf in different shapes and sizes, cover an area of about 1.5 kilometers.
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The worlds largest oasis, Al-Ahsa,
is the fifth Saudi site to join
UNESCO's World Heritage List.
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The 200-year old Souk Al-Qaisaryah with about 420 shops inside the marketplace.
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Ibrahim Palace, an architectural masterpiece in Al-Ahsa.

According to historical accounts, Juwatha Mosque
was the earliest mosque built in eastern Arabia
in 629 Ad by the Bani Abdul Qais tribe.

While most of Saudi Arabia is an arid
desert with dunes, Al-Ahsa has green
palm trees, green plateaus and over 150
natural springs of hot and cold water.
The region also has over 10,000 hectares
of alluvial agricultural land that produce
some of the best types of dates in the
world including vegetables, fruits, and
rice. Once known as a gateway to the
Arabian Peninsula, Al-Asha also served
as a major commercial hub because of
its geographical location. The region
is historically known as one of the first
destinations with human settlements in
the Arabian Peninsula.

No doubt, Al-Ahsa is one of the

81

greenest regions in Saudi Arabia. The
United Nations chose the city of Al-Ahsa
as the most creative city in the world on
World Cities Day recently. On the other
hand, the Arab Ministerial Council on
Tourism (AMCT) named Al-Ahsa the
“Capital of Arab Tourism” for 2019,
which speaks volumes about this region
rich in history, culture, nature, and glory.
There has been substantial evidence
that Al-Ahsa Oasis had a strong link
with ancient civilizations in the Levant,
Mesopotamia, and Egypt.

Besides the oasis, Al-Ahsa is also
known for its mountains, sandy hills,
historical monuments, traditional
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buildings, and natural springs. Among
the most notable sites are “Jawatha
Mosque” where the second Friday
congregation prayer in Islam was offered,
“Jabal Al-Qarah”, a tourist favorite,
“Al-Qaisarya Souk’, the oldest in the
Arabian Gulf, and the “military barrack
of Ibrahim Palace”. To this end, it is
important to note that the mountains
and the caves of Al-Qarah, surrounded
by palm trees, attract tourists and locals
alike.

Al-Qarah caves, about a 30-minute
drive from Hofuf in different shapes
and sizes, cover an area of about 1.5
kilometers. According to local legends,




Al Ah region in eastern

- Sa Saudi Arabia, a
little over 300 kilometers from the Saudi
capital city of Riyadh, is a fascinating
green destination with its deep respect
for nature, rare historical remnants, and
its dedication to eco and sustainable
tourism. A tourist can travel to Hofuf,
the major urban center of Al-Ahsa, by
road or by air. However, it is always
recommended to take a train from
Riyadh to Hofuf, which is the fastest and

| March 2020

cheapest option and takes about two
hours or a bit more.

The region can boast to have the largest
self-contained oasis in the world called
Al-Asha oasis, which encompasses about
12,000 hectares of palm groves irrigated by
more than 60 artesian springs. Presenting
a natural panoramic and pastoral view,
there are more than 2.5 million palm
trees in the oasis. The world’s largest oasis,
Al-Ahsa, is the fifth Saudi site to join
UNESCO’s World Heritage List.

Sajjad Al-Kadhem
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Al-Ahsa

Al-Ahsa

Saudi Arabia’s
Biggest Oasis

Al-Ahsa is rapidly gaining appeal as one

of the Kingdom’s most fascinating tourist
destinations. Known for its green plateaus,
archaeological landmarks, and about 150

natural springs of hot and cold water, Al-Ahsa ' T ok e
is also a UNESCO World Heritage site. o e " 0
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The Saudi Minister of Culture, HH Prince Badr bin Abdullah bin Farhan giving his
address in the inauguration ceremony of the exhibition in Rome.

60

Archaeological pieces tell the history of the
regions development from prehistoric times
to the foundation of the modern Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia by King Abdulaziz Al Saud.

Greco-Roman cultures in their formation and the
reciprocal influence on their development.

Among the archaeological masterpieces were
magnificent funerary masks, majestic stone stelae,
refined jewels, statues, frescoes, ancient Quran and
other finely forged masterpieces. These pieces tell the
history of the region’s development from prehistoric
times to the foundation of the modern Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia by King Abdulaziz Al Saud.

This unique collection has received great praise
and interest from the Italian public. Days after the
opening, a record number of 6,560 visitors visited

9

the exhibition in a single day, marking the second-
highest attendance at museums in Italy.

Roads of Arabia also enabled visitors to discover
the presence of many important archaeological
sites in Saudi Arabia, like the earlier remains of the
Dadanite and Lihyanite kingdoms and the iconic
Nabatean tombs of Mada’in Salih, UNESCO World
Heritage Sites in Al Ula region. These sites, as well
as many other archaeological and historical places
in Saudi Arabia, have been recently developed by
the Saudi government to welcome again travellers
from all over the world to the roads of Arabia.
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Exhibition

Roads of Arabia

A landmark
success 1n Rome

An exhibition marking the rich heritage
of the Arabian Peninsula and the strong
connection between the Arabian and the
Roman cultures.

The traveling exhibition ‘Roads of Arabia,
Treasures of Saudi Arabia’ was inaugurated in Rome
in November in the presence of the Saudi Minister
of Culture, His Highness Prince Badr bin Abdullah
bin Mohammed bin Farhan Al-Saud and the Italian
Minister of Heritage, Culture and Tourism, Mr.
Dario Franceschini.

Beginning at the Louvre Museum in Paris, the
exhibition has toured 16 museums including the
monumental rooms of the Baths of Diocletian at the

Roman National Museum until March 1st, 2020. In
this inimitable location, the retrospective explored
the rich heritage of the Arabian Peninsula through
archaeological masterpieces, exclusive art pieces
and ancient documents. Visitors enjoyed a unique
experience, admired the Arabian archaeological
treasures amongst the Roman ones. This unique
setting ideally underlined the mission of Roads of
Arabia, which aimed at building a bridge of culture
and communication.

The Saudi Ambassador of the Custodian of the
Two Holy Mosques in Italy, His Royal Highness
Prince Faisal bin Sattam bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud
said: “Undoubtedly the Roads of Arabia exhibition
at the Roman National Museum is offering our
friends, the Italian people, a chance to deepen
their understanding of the Kingdom’s history and
heritage, and experience a vivid image portraying
the cultural chain that bridges the Arabian
Peninsula with ancient Rome histories”

The exhibition represented a journey across
millennia along the incense trade routes and the
main commercial hubs of the ancient roads of
Arabia, showing how the Arabian Peninsula was
vitally interconnected with India, Mesopotamia and
Rome itself. The collection, which contains more
than 300 Arabian rare artefacts, highlighted the
continuous exchanges between the Arabian and the
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SkyTeam Lounges* are the perfect place for you to do whatever you want to do — work, relax, snack, shower — or simply
do nothing at all. Choose from 750+ lounges offered by our member airlines worldwide.

For your next trip with SkyTeam visit our Lounge Finder on SkyTeam.com
*Our lounges are open to Elite Plus, First and Business Class customers flying on any SkyTeam airline.
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Artistic rendering of the lounge.

Your Gateway
To South America

A 1 on g narrow country stretching nearly the length of

7 a continent, Chile should be on any traveler’s
wish list. If you’re heading to the South American country,
you will be able to sample the warmth and hospitality of this
vibrant country without leaving the airport.

Next month SkyTeam will launch its latest lounge in Chile’s
largest city and capital, Santiago. The new lounge will be open
24 hours a day and joins more than 790 member and affiliated
lounges at major hubs worldwide.

Set on the first floor of Santiago International Airport, the
709m?2 facility offers authentic snacks and drinks alongside
showers, free Wi-Fi and other amenities designed to help you
relax and recharge, whatever stage of your journey you are on.

Cool Interiors
The Santiago lounge will feature a digital mosaic showcasing
member airlines’ logos as well as a feature wall that pays tribute
to Chile’s copper industry. Unwind on custom made furniture,
gaze at mountain views and if you’re hungry, look out for the
live empanada station.

Fine Food

If you've never tried Chilean food, now’s the time. As well as
the empanadas (small savory pastries that will come in three
flavors), lounge visitors will also be able to sample freshly made
seafood ceviche made in a different regional style every day.

Whether youre taking off at breakfast, lunch or dinner,
there will also be fresh buffets on hand so that you can refuel
whenever you like. If you visit between 14.30 - 18.00, don't
miss the afternoon tea - it comes with a delicious Chilean twist.

Facilities

Reset with a hot shower or enjoy the refuge of the 154-seat
rest area, where you can relax away from the bustle of the main
terminal. Catch up with loved ones via complimentary WI-FI
or just sit and do nothing at all.

Santiago International Airport is served by many airlines
from the SkyTeam family, including Aerolineas Argentinas,
Aeromexico, Alitalia, Air France, Delta Air Lines, and KLM. ©

Find out more online www.skyteam.com or find us on
Instagram @skyteamalliance
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SAUDIA Debuts New Cabin Crew Uniform

New uniform will be rolled out across the airline’s route network.

Saudi Arabian Airlines (SAUDIA), the
national flag carrier of the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia, announces the rollout of
its new cabin crew uniforms featuring a
refined, new take on the attire designed
for all members of the hospitality team
onboard.

SAUDIA began the preview of the new
uniform on the airline’s Paris Charles de
Gaulle and London Heathrow routes,
with plans to add the rest of the airline’s
route network before mid-next year.

The unfolding of the new cabin crew
overall look and image comes as part of
the cabin enhancements and hospitality
additions; it is a reflection of the airline’s
global expansion in recent years. Guests
have been warmly receptive to the
recent changes and the cosmopolitan,
hospitable nature of the onboard service.

The new uniforms feature a color
palette that includes shades and hues
of purple, beige, gold and royal blue.
Arabesque designs and accents feature
throughout defined touches, from

By Christy Sarkis, Managing Editor

the pins to the ladies’ scarfs, fabrics,
signature blazers and more.

Inspiration from the nation’s culture
and landscapes influenced the new
designs, encompassing the heritage,
colors and identity of Saudi Arabia.

A consortium of designers and product
specialists within the airline designed the
new custom SAUDIA cabin crew apparel,
which took roughly 18 months from the
design concept phase to launch.

In the development phase of the
uniform, SAUDIA incorporated input
from its team members, including their
perspectives on: ease of wear, material
comfort, and sustainability. The valuable
support and insights from the inflight
services team contributed immensely to
the final product, ensuring that design
and practicality coincide harmoniously.

The materials used include a selection
of fabrics; mixed poly-wool and elastane.
Previously, SAUDIA made slight
modifications to the previous uniform
look in 2012 for the gentlemen and 2014

| March 2020

for ladies. Now, more than six years later,
a full rollout of the new uniform is taking
place, giving a completely revitalized look
from the name badges, to cuff links, belts,
suits, hats, pins, shoes and travel bags.

Starting initially with the onboard
team, the new designs will also apply to
the ground services team members at
airports within the Kingdom and abroad.
An award-winning carrier, SAUDIA is
one of the Middle East’s largest airlines,
operating a fleet of more than 170
narrow and widebody aircraft.

In recent years, SAUDIA has invested
significantly in its fleet, acquiring state-
of-the-art new aircraft and now operates
one of the three youngest fleets in the
skies with an average aircraft age of less
than 5 years.

SAUDIA airlines route network includes
95 destinations across four continents to
all 28 domestic airports in the Kingdom

of Saudi Arabia and carries more than 32
million passengers annually.
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SAUDIA Congratulates Graeme McDowell
Winner of the Saudi International Pro-Am
European Golf Tournament

Saudi Arabian Airlines (SAUDIA), the national
flag carrier of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, was
the Official Airline partner of the inaugural Saudi - SALITHA - iy ’
International European Pro-Am Golf Tournament. g S — f

The airline congratulates Graeme McDowell
from Northern Ireland for his win at the Saudi
International Golf Tournament.

Globally renowned golf players from the European
Tour took to the Royal Greens Golf & Country Club
in the King Abdullah Economic City (KAEC).

During the golf event and festivities, the airline
featured an interactive zone with various family
activities to take part in and enjoy during the course
of the tournament.

The carrier supported the tournament as a
logistics and global transport partner, in addition
to welcoming players and guests on board, from all
over the world. Thousands of guests attended the
tournament at KAEC, approximately 100 kilometers
north of Jeddah, along the Red Sea coast. =
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A Spectacular
Architecture

A breathtaking aerial view of

the Neuschwanstein Castle built

by King Ludwig IT of Bavaria,
Germany. This amazing building, its
name means the “New Swan Castle”,
is one of the most scenic tourist
destinations in Europe.

Photograph by: Alaa Othman
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Around The World




Old Harry Rocks

This tranquil stretch of unique
rock formations is tucked into
the eye-catching views of the
turquoise water encircling
southern England. The Old
Harry Rocks prove the stunning
environment and the enchanting
beauty of this region.

Photograph by: Alaa Othman
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Saudi Arabia’s

Biggest Oasis

Al-Ahsa is rapidly gaining appeal
as one of the Kingdom’s most
fascinating tourist destinations.
Known for its green plateaus,
archaeological landmarks, and
about 150 natural springs of hot
and cold water, Al-Ahsa isalso a
UNESCO World Heritage site.
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Dublin
Among Ireland’s

Literary Giants

Dublin retains the charm and
intimacy of the small town that
was the birthplace of many
great writers. It is one of the
most beautiful countries in the
world, the country that has long
enthralled the imagination of
travelers.

07

A Corporate Governance
Paradigm Shift

Directors need to prepare
for board renewal and
transformation on many levels.
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Discover a world of wonder
Trivandrum: the marvelous Indian jewel.

5 direct flights weekly from Riyadh and Jeddah

saudia.com
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Dear Guest,

Welcome to SAUDIA. We would like to inform you that in case of any
illness please let us know before your next flight.

For more information visit saudia.com and download the MEDIF form and
have it filled by your medical consultant.

We wish you a safe and pleasant flight.

saudia.com
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