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Alfursan Program

Is a loyalty program for frequent travelers on SAUDIA.

This program offers Alfursan members a variety of exclusive
privileges and rewards such as the wide connectivity with
international airlines as a result of SAUDIA joining SkyTeam
alliance; and the benefits of the services and promotions
offered by Alfursan partners (banks, hotels, car rentals,
communications, retailers and others) allowing

them to earn additional rewards of miles. bl ol Jleol sluwiS¥ (Lapis
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Boeing B777-368ER

A: 413 seats — 30 Business Class, 383 Guest Class

B: 381 seats, 30 Business Class, 351 Guest Class

C: 305 seats - 24 First Class, 36 Business Class, 245 Guest Class

D: 290 seats, 12 First Class (Suites), 36 Business Class, 242 Guest Class
Length: 259 ft (78.86 m)

Wingspan: 213 ft (64.80 m)
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Cruising speed: 493 knots (567 mph, 913 km/h) g5 = SAUDIA Aogewd)
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Maximum Cruising Altitude: 43,000 ft (13,100 m) W\

5] (Ao VTN ) B £ e el S a3 Y plis VI

Range: 7,930 nautical miles (14,685 km)
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Boeing B777-268

A: 232 seats 24 First Class, 38 Business Class, 170 Guest Class
B: 341 seats - 14 Business Class, 327 Guest Class

Length: 209 ft (63.73 m)
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Wingspan: 200 ft (60.94 m)
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Cruising speed: 490 knots (563 mph, 905 km/h)
Maximum Cruising Altitude: 43,000 ft (13,100 m)
Range: 5,240 nautical miles (9,700 km)

NEC I PEE SRRy WEEL SERE IR L D NPCRMRES £ |
ST ) T S Y s Y

(S Y e et

Airbus A330-300

A: 298 seats, 36 Business Class, 262 Guest Class
B: 288 seats, 36 Business Class, 252 Guest Class
C: 330 seats, 30 Business Class, 300 Guest Class
Length: 209 ft (63.73 m)
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Wingspan: 198 ft (60.30 m)

Cruising Speed: 470 knots (537 mph, 871 km/h)
Maximum Cruising Altitude: 36,000 ft (11,000 m)
Range: 5,850 nautical miles (10,830 km)
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Boeing B787-9 Dreamliner
Seating Capacity: 298 seats
24 Business Class, 274 Guest Class
Length: 206 ft 1in (62.8 m)
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Wingspan: 197 ft 3 in (60.1 m)

Cruising speed: 490 knots (567 mph, 912 km/h)
Maximum Cruising Altitude: 43,000 ft (13,100 m)
Range: 8000-8300 nautical miles (14,800-15,372 km)
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Airbus A321

Seating Capacity: 165 seats

20 Business Class, 145 Guest Class

Length: 146 ft (44.51 m)

Wingspan: 112 ft (34.10 m)

Cruising speed: 447 knots (511 mph, 828 km/h)
Maximum Cruising Altitude: 36,000 ft (11,000 m)
Range: 3,000 nautical miles (5,600 km)
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Airbus A320ceo

A: 116 seats — 20 Business Class, 96 Guest Class
B: 132 seats - 12 Business Class, 120 Guest Class
Length: 123 ft 3in (37.57 m)

Wingspan: 112 ft (34.10 m)

Cruising speed: 447 knots (511 mph, 828 km/h)
Maximum Cruising Altitude: 36,000 ft (11,000 m)
Range: 3,200 nautical miles (5,900 km)

C: 144 seats - 12 Business Class, 132 Guest Class
Length: 123 ft 3in (37.57 m)

Wingspan: 117 ft 5in (35.80 m)

Cruising speed: 515 mph (829 km/h)

Max Cruising Altitude: 39,100-41,000ft (11,900 - 12,500 m)
Range: 3,300 nautical miles (6,100 km)
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e¢ Nokias comeback story is unique:
Where else have we seen an iconic company fail utterly
at what it’s famous for, then promptly
pivot to find success in a vastly different area? oo

management comes with knees trembling, a
single solution in their mind, that they need
to sell to the board, there is no way for the
board to contribute,” he told us.

The board coaxed hyper-cautious and self-
protective managers out of their shells with
principles such as “No news is bad news,
bad news is good news, and good news is no
news.” Consequently, conversations between
directors and managers took on newfound
candor and depth.

The
new board also perceived that managers’
emotional attachment to the existing
Windows strategy — about which warning
signs were already flashing — could prevent
them from considering other options.
Rather than thoroughly re-evaluating the
situation and creating new options, they
were at risk of behaving defensively and
avoiding the whole issue.

Directors, then, sought to dispel the dread
by explicitly raising the prospect of failure in
open conversations. They also pre-empted
managers’ defensiveness by establishing
agreed-upon courses of action should the
Windows Phone continue to underperform.
By pegging future actions to objective
performance data rather than making them
subject to later discussion, directors reduced
the biasing role of emotions in planning the
next strategic steps.

This approach also forced managers to
begin making contingency plans. Directors
insisted on seeing a range of prospective
scenarios according to a systematic process.
The board’s guidance helped managers
balance out their appraisal of the various
options and achieve a more nuanced
emotional standpoint. As a result, they were
able not only to conceive of radically new
strategic possibilities but also to anticipate
outcomes - both good and bad.

The idea of exiting the mobile-phone
business presented itself when leaders
realised that a continuation of Nokia’s
current strategy would require large
additional investments from its partner
Microsoft. But what value could Microsoft
possibly derive from rescuing Nokia? It

became clearer and clearer that the Windows
strategy was untenable. A more likely
scenario was that Microsoft would offer to
buy Nokia’s mobile phone division - which
would lead Nokia into truly uncharted
territory. Here again the board’s efforts to
root out emotional investment in the status
quo enabled managers to envision a post-
phone future for the firm. The deal with
Microsoft was pursued and, in September
2013, completed for US$7.2 billion.
Concurrently, Nokia jumped into
networks with both feet by buying back
the joint venture Nokia Siemens Networks
(NSN). The purchase of NSN was made
possible by a hefty financing package
that was negotiated as part of the larger
Microsoft-Nokia deal. “So, in a funny way,
we got Microsoft to fund the new Nokia and
help [rebuild] it’, the chairman told us.
Even though the divestment of the phone
business shattered Nokia’s old identity, top
managers emotions transformed during the
strategy formulation process and eventually
supported the new strategy. Out of the
tumultuous anxiety of competing perspectives
arose a shared enthusiasm for the course the
company had chosen. A top manager credits
his own embrace of the strategic direction
to the “crazy amount of groundwork’, i.e.
the extensive scenario analyses and number-
crunching, necessitated by deep and frequent
dialogues with the board.

Nokia’s comeback
story is unique: Where else have we seen
an iconic company fail utterly at what it’s
famous for, then promptly pivot to find
success in a vastly different area? This was
not a turnaround akin to IBM’s, where the
company learnt to leverage existing core
strengths (i.e. mainframes) in a new way.

But in our fast-changing world, we
may be seeing more and more cases
like Nokia’s. As disruption accelerates,
companies will increasingly have to reckon
with the unravelling of entire business
models, if not entire industries. Rather than
defensively clinging to the mast of their
sinking ship, managers will need to take to
the lifeboats and never look back.

But it isn'’t easy to be stoic when you've
worked tirelessly for years to make the
obsolete strategy work. Inevitably, managers
will feel emotionally invested in the status
quo, with their egos bound up in the
company’s past successes. Confronting the
reality of radical strategic change raises
fears and vulnerabilities that few of us are
comfortable with, least of all the high-flying
overachievers in the C-suite.

Day-to-day business in most
organisations offers scant opportunity
for senior managers to work out their
negative emotions about radical change.
According to the mainstream professional
mindset, emotions have no place at work.
So, managers learn to cloak their emotional
biases in supposedly “rational” objections.
They often convince themselves that these
rationalisations constitute sound arguments
and will staunchly defend them. Under
such conditions, it is almost impossible to
devise a thoughtful and creative strategy for
dealing with radical change.

The board, therefore, is uniquely
positioned to perform interventions
designed to regulate top managers’
emotions, thus ensuring the quality and
integrity of the strategy-formulation
process. Why the board? Directors ideally
reside above the fray, only provisionally
committing to a particular strategic
direction. Relative to outsiders such as
management consultants, directors are also
more context-savvy and share with top
managers the common goal of seeing the
firm succeed in the long term. While the
mandate of the board does not traditionally
encompass emotional regulation, such a
role is well within the board’s central duty to
oversee organisational strategy.

The Solvay Chaired

Professor of Technological Innovation and
a Professor of Strategic Management at
INSEAD. He is also a director of the Strategy
Execution Programme, part of INSEAD’s
suite of Executive Education programmes.

An Assistant Professor of
Strategic Management at Aalto University,
Finland.
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d - > mobile-phone downfall -
HOW NOkla. NOkIa S froma 40-percent market
share to near bankruptcy in just a few years
B Ounc e d B ack? - has become a familiar cautionary parable
. on the perils of industry disruption. Less

well-known is the equally instructive tale

To help the former of how Nokia clawed its way back from the
mobile giant find a edge of destruction. Indeed, since touching
radically new strategic bottom in 2012, its market capitalisation,

. . ) while not at the level of its pre-smartphone
direction, Nokia's board heyday, has increased more than five-fold.

assumed a unique role. Nokia’s recovery was due to a wholesale

strategic shift towards telecommunications
networks, culminating in the US$16.6
billion acquisition of Alcatel-Lucent, a deal
Quy Nguyen Huy™ completed in 2016. Rarely has any large
Timo O. Vuori** company reinvented itself so quickly and
radically. But before the strategic redirection
could be accomplished, the company needed
to repair deep-seated cultural problems.
Nokia’s revamped board of directors (a
new chairman was appointed in 2012.)
proved integral to this effort. The emotion-
regulating processes used by Nokia’s board
to counter internal dysfunction are the
subject of our recent article, which won the
2018 Best Paper Award of the Academy of
Management’s Strategizing Activities and
Practices Interest Group.

A culture of fear | From 2012-2017, we
conducted in-depth interviews with 120
Nokia personnel, ranging in rank from
upper-middle managers to board members
and C-suite leaders.

Interviewees who experienced Nokias
decline first-hand described to us how
negative emotional dynamics at the very
top harmed communication and strategic
decision making. An authoritarian culture

of fear pervaded multiple levels of
management, producing a shoot-the-
messenger mentality and rampant
defensiveness. Fearing for their jobs,
managers stayed quiet when top leaders
latched onto losing strategic options - such
as sticking with the Symbian operating
system despite serious technical issues. The
company remained paralysed as plummeting
performance led to the CEO’s exit in 2010.
With the new CEO installed, Nokia had
to choose an external operating system to
replace Symbian. Windows and Android
were the front-runners. Two emotional
obstacles contributed to the ill-fated
decision in favour of Windows (contrary
to the advice of McKinsey consultants).
First was the fear factor: Since the CEO
had previously worked at Microsoft,
some managers assumed the only mind
that mattered had already been made
up, and dissenters would be targeted for
termination. Second, top managers were
able to avoid coping with the enormity of
the decision by framing it internally as a
temporary measure to stop the bleeding. Of
course, the hemorrhage only worsened after
the alliance with Microsoft was announced;
market capitalisation declined by 50 percent
between January 2011 and January 2012.

Good strategy starts with emotional
safety | In 2012, Nokia replaced its
chairman along with three board directors.
Right from the start, the chairman focused
on radically improving the emotional
relationship between the board and
management. He recognised that Nokia’s
strategic stasis was linked to a lack of
openness. “If the board is a place where the

’7 Afilan Wasafilan - November 2019



© PROJECT SYNDICATE

By deploying algorithms to detect
anomalies, firms can reduce the
downtime of machinery and equipment,
from jet engines to assembly lines. Our
research has highlighted hundreds of
such business cases, which together

have the potential to create between $3.5
trillion and $5.8 trillion in value per year.

Al also can contribute to economic
growth by augmenting and substituting
labor and capital inputs, spurring
innovation, and boosting wealth
creation and reinvestment. (AT will
also create some negative externalities
and transition costs, but these will be
outweighed by its benefits.)

We estimate that AT and analytics
could add as much as $13 trillion to total
output by 2030, increasing the annual
rate of global GDP growth by more than
one percentage point. Furthermore,
our research suggests that AT will
have the greatest benefits if it focuses
on innovation-led growth, and if its
diffusion is accompanied by proactive
management measures — in particular,
retraining workers to give them the skills
they will need to thrive in the new era.

As AT contributes to faster GDP

e¢ Artificial intelligence can generate
tremendous value for us all,
if policymakers and businesses act
swiftly and smartly to capture its full
benefits and mitigate the

growth, social welfare is also likely to
increase. We estimate that Al and related
technologies could improve welfare

by 0.5-1% per year between now and
2030. That would be similar to the social
impact of previous waves of technology
adoption, including the information and
communications technology revolution.

Al could help to improve many aspects
of wellbeing, from job security and
material living standards to education
and environmental sustainability. Its
biggest positive contribution to welfare
may come in the areas of health and
longevity: Al-driven drug discovery
is several times faster than that based
on conventional research. And Al-
based traffic management can reduce
the negative impact of air pollution on
health by 3-15%.

One of the most exciting aspects of
Al is its potential to help address a wide
range of social challenges. Although the
technology is not a panacea, it could
potentially help the world to meet all
17 of the United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals. AI applications that
are currently being field-tested include
efforts to assist with disaster relief efforts,
track smugglers (including human
traffickers), and help blind people
navigate their surroundings. And an Al
disease-detection system can identify
skin cancer as well as or even better than
professional dermatologists can.

For all its potential, however, Al
also poses substantial challenges that
need to be addressed. The technologies
themselves are still in the early stages of
development, and more breakthroughs
are needed to make them widely
applicable. And there are considerable
problems of data availability, which in
turn affect the quality of Al models.

One critical area of concern is the
impact of Al and automation on work.
Overall, we expect that there will be
enough work for everyone and that more
jobs will be gained than lost as a result of
the new technologies. But policymakers

lnevitable risks e

will need to manage significant transitions
and challenges arising from AI adoption
at national, regional, and local levels.

In the fastest automation-adoption
scenario, up to 375 million workers
worldwide will need to switch
occupational categories by 2030, while
some 75 million will be affected in a
midpoint scenario. The nature of almost
all jobs will change, as people interact
more closely with smart machines in the
workplace. That will require new skills,
presenting companies and policymakers
with the major challenge of training and
retraining the workforce at scale. And as
demand for high-skill jobs grows, low-skill
workers could be left behind, resulting in
increased wage and income inequality.

The diffusion of AI will also raise
difficult ethical questions. Some of these
will relate to the use and potential misuse
of the technology in areas ranging from
surveillance and military applications
to social media and politics. Algorithms
and the data used to train them may
introduce new biases, or perpetuate and
institutionalize existing types. Other
critical concerns include data privacy
and the use of personal information,
cybersecurity, and “deep fakes” that could
be used to manipulate election results or
perpetrate large-scale fraud.

Despite these challenges, AI can
generate tremendous value for us all, if
policymakers and businesses act swiftly
and smartly to capture its full benefits
and mitigate the inevitable risks. The
long-awaited “Al spring” may finally be
arriving, but we will need to be prepared
to manage its onset with care. ©

* James Manyika: The Chairman of the
McKinsey Global Institute and a senior
partner in McKinsey & Company’s San
Francisco office.

* Jacques Bughin: A director of the
McKinsey Global Institute and a McKinsey
senior partner based in Brussels.
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. . intelligence (AI) is all
T h C 3 ArtlﬁCI al around us, generating
e Oml ng excitement about how it could increase

. prosperity and transform our lives in
AI S multiple ways. Yet the technology is also
prlng likely to be disruptive. Policymakers and
businesses must, therefore, try to capture
. « . the full value of what AI has to offer while
The long-awaited "Al spring avoiding the downside risks.
may finally be arriving, but The idea of AI has been around
we Will need to be prepared to for more than a half—Century, and we

it t with have lived through previous periods of
manage its onset with care. excitement followed by long stretches of

disappointment - “Al winters” — when the
tech didn’t live up to the hype. But recent
progress in Al algorithms and techniques,
James Manyika * combined with a massive increase in
computing power and an explosion
in the amount of available data, has
driven significant and tangible advances,
promising to generate value for individuals,
businesses and society as a whole.
Companies are already applying Al
techniques in sales and marketing to make
personalized product recommendations
to individual customers. And in
manufacturing, Al is improving predictive
maintenance by applying “deep learning”
to high volumes of data from sensors.

Jacques Bughin **
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¢ The UNHCR in the Gulf region focuses on mobilizing
resources from governmental and non-governmental
sources to meet the needs of refugees
and displaced people around the world ee

o

EVERY MINUTE

25 people are forced to flee

Source: UNHCR, 19 June 2019

over SAR 243 million (US$65 million)
in support of UNHCR’s shelter and
energy projects in Pakistan, Myanmar,
Thailand as well as countries affected
by the Syria refugee crisis including
Lebanon and Jordan.

Finally, the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and the Ministry of Interior both
facilitate UNHCR’s access to populations

EACH DAY

37,000 people are forced
to flee their homes

of concern and help protect their rights
within the framework of local legislation
and international standards.

How can the international
community, Saudi Arabia and Saudi
citizens support your work and the work
of your agency?

In advocating for the protection of

refugees, we call for the strengthening
of international commitments to treat
refugees humanely and to respect
their basic rights by introducing
inclusive policies that contribute to
broadening the protection space while
at the same time allowing refugees
to utilize their skills and expertise to
become self-reliant.

It is important to remain cognizant
of the fact that communities and
individuals are often the first responders
once an emergency occurs, and therefore
their contributions are not only limited
to donations. Local populations welcome
refugees and help them adapt to a
new environment. They also play an
important role in raising awareness
among their friends and families -
reminding them that refugees are people
like you and me who have hopes and
dreams and the ability to positively
contribute to society. In short, every one
of us can make a difference in the lives of
refugees and internally displaced people
around the world.

With multiple displacement crises
around the world, what would you say
are the biggest challenges facing your
agency today?

The biggest challenge we are facing is
the unprecedented number of forcibly
displaced people who need our help. In
2018, the number of new displacements
was equivalent to an average of 37,000
people being forced to flee their homes
every day.

The Middle East and North Africa
region (MENA) currently hosts over 12.9
million refugees and internally displaced
persons due to humanitarian crises in
Yemen, Syria and Iraq. Delivering aid is
no easy feat; especially when working
in emergencies, where we often face
security restrictions and difficulties
in accessing displaced populations in
hard-to-reach areas. With many crises in
need of funding, we often face funding
shortfall and straining the ability of
donors particularly in protracted
situations which negatively affect our
ability to deliver timely assistance to all
those who need it. =




| Interview |

In the GCC, UNHCR largely
focuses on mobilizing resources from
governmental and non-governmental
sources to address the needs of refugees
and displaced persons globally. We count
on the generosity and giving nature
of the people and governments of the
GCC including the government of Saudi
Arabia which has been a valuable donor
over the last few years.

Your Regional office for the GCC is
based in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
Who are your main partners in the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia? What impact
would you say these partnerships
have had on the lives of refugees and
displaced people around the world?

The King Salman Humanitarian Aid
and Relief Centre (KSrelief) has been
a close and loyal partner of UNHCR’s
since its establishment in 2015. As one
of our most prominent partners in the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the KSRelief
has since assisted worth approximately
SAR198 million (US$53 million).

The contributions have supported
thousands of refugees and displaced
people in some ways including the
provision of core relief items such

as blankets, mattresses and cooking
stoves amongst other household
essentials to displaced persons inside
Yemen; as well as supporting Syrian
refugees in Lebanon and Jordan with
cash assistance and dialysis treatment
respectively. The KSRelief is currently
providing shelter support to Rohingya
Refugees in Bangladesh.

Additionally, The Saudi Fund for
Development has also played an
important role in supporting UNHCR’s
work. Since 2010, the Fund has donated

70.8 mil'ion forcibly displaced people worldwide
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41.3 million 25.9 million 3.5 million
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| Interview |

Khaled Khalifa

Saudi Arabia Is a Key Donor
of Refugees Relief Programs

Saudi Arabia supported UNHCR programs in the
GCC countries, in responding to emergencies
and sustainable development initiatives.

’Hl regional representative of
€ the UNHCR to the states of

the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC),
Mr. Khaled Khalifa stressed that the
organization’s duties encounter more
difficult challenges than before due to
the increasing numbers of refugees.
Mr. Khalifa hailed the effective role

of the GCC countries in general

and Saudi Arabia in particular in
supporting UNHCR's relief programs.
Mr. Khalifa praised the King Salman
Humanitarian Aid and Relief Center as
one of UNHCR’s key partners in Saudi
Arabia, for its generous contributions in
supporting UNHCR programs.

As the Regional Representative of
the UNHCR to the States of the Gulf
Cooperation Council, can you explain
the UNHCR’s mandate and more about
your work in the GCC?

The Gulf Cooperation Council
countries are a key partner of UNHCR
which has been working in the GCC for
the last 30 years. It is an important hub
for us both regionally and globally.

Broadly speaking, UNHCR is the
UN Refugee Agency. We are mandated
to serve and protect refugees, forcibly
displaced communities and stateless
people around the world. We provide
life-saving assistance and advocate for

¢¢ Saudi Arabia facilitates UNHCR’s
access to peoples of concern
and helps protect their rights within
the framework of local legislation
and international standards. ee

their rights and protection. The number
of refugees under UNHCR’s care is 20.4
million and has nearly doubled since
2012 when it stood at 10.5 million.

Our work is more critical today
than ever. By the end of 2018, almost
70.8 million individuals were forcibly
displaced worldwide as a result of
persecution, conflict, violence or human
rights violations. Almost two-thirds of
those uprooted from their homes are
internally displaced people, or IDPs,
meaning they were displaced within the
borders of their own countries.

Right on our doorstep, in the Middle
East and North Africa region we have
witnessed unprecedented displacement
both internally and across borders in the
last few years. Our region is going through
turbulent times with multiple crises and
consequent economic decline in many
countries like Yemen, Syria and Iraq.

The Countries of the Gulf Cooperation
Council, including the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, in particular, have supported a
number of our life-saving programs and
efforts across the region and beyond. The
contributions of the GCC governments
have contributed to emergency response
and long-term sustainable development
initiatives benefitting displaced persons
and host communities.
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Mansour Mohsen

where a large number of exhibits have
been displayed.

The elements of tourist attraction
in the Asir region are not limited only
to nature, historical treasures, folk
art or architecture. The Asir region
has given birth to new art and culture
including different forms of paintings
by women. The women artists have
been recognized by the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO). The Asiri
wall decoration called “Al-Qatt Al-
Asiri” has been added in the UNESCO
Representative List of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage of Humanity

The Asiri Wall decoration is called “Al-Qatt Al-Asiri”.

following UNESCO’s announcement in
December 2018.

The Asir region is also famous
for Rijal Al-Teeb festival, which is
organized in Rijal Almaa Village every
year. The festival aims at making Rijal
Almaa an important tourist destination
in the southern region, keeping in view
its more than 900 years of history as a
significant trade route. As long as the
urban environment of the Asir region is
concerned, Abha is known as the bride
of the south and the administrative
center of the the Asir region. Known
for its cool mild climate, Abha has
several historical places in its vicinity

66 Saudi Arabia has taken several measures
to promote tourism in the Asir region 99

with natural scenery. The region is rich
in pastoral charm and natural sceneries
with a large number of animals and
plant species. It is also fascinating to
see the snowfall, which blankets the
picturesque Asir region. In April last
year, heavy snow covered the whole
region of Asir after rain and hail
storms lashed the region and decreased
temperature.

With sparkling mountain streams and
forests, the diversity of flora and fauna with
over 2,000 plant species and about 170
endemics make the region the best place for
tourists. The Asir region is rich in animal
life, giving shelter to about 34 mammal
species, 245 bird species, 41 reptile species,
and seven amphibian species. A sight of
baboons is quite an interesting encounter
during your travel through high ranges of
the Asir region. Large herds of baboons
are found in the mountain ranges and also
roaming on roads. =
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some 20 km away from Abha, the
capital city of Asir.

Saudi Arabia has taken several
measures to promote tourism in the
Asir region. There are several sites
including green parks like Al-Faraa,
Dalgan, Al-Habla, Al-Jara, Al-Sahab,
Tamniah, Abu Khayal, and Prince
Sultan Bin Abdulaziz Park, where
tourists can spend time and enjoy.

The Asir region is also known for its
unique heritage, valleys, and forests
besides mountains. The region has
historically rich ruins spanning
thousands of years, such as Jorash,
Tabalah, Al-Abla, Darb Al-Feel, and a
few other archeological sites.

The Al-Muftaha Village in the center
of Abha is important from a history and
heritage point of view. This 260-year-
old village features architectural art,
heritage, and tradition of olden days.
Another major attraction is the 150-
year old Al-Muftaha Archaeological
Museum, which is located in the center
of the village. Shada Palace, which was
built in 1930, Shada Palace is one of the
largest museums of the Asir region. It is
located opposite to Al-Muftaha Village
from the eastern side.

Located in Abha city is also Bin
Adwan Heritage Village, which is one
of the largest heritage projects in the
region. Bin Adwan Heritage Village
has 12 different sections including an
agriculture museum and a hotel for
the guests. Then, Rijal Almaa, located
in Tihama part of Asir is another
important heritage village in Saudi
Arabia. Rijal Almaa Village is known
for its high stone buildings.

Al-Khalaf Village is another
attraction for tourists. Located in the
south of the Asir region, Al-Khalaf
Village has rare antiquity treasures,
and this village has been lately selected
to become a heritage village from
among more than 5,000 villages and
sites in the Asir Region. Also, the Asir
region can be called a land of museums,
which have added significance in terms
of their history and heritage values.
Al-Namas Museum and Al Soufan
Museum are two important museums,
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The 260-year-old Al-Muftaha
village features architectural
art, heritage, and tradition of
olden days.
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in the southwestern
part of Saudi Arabia,
the Asir region is an exquisite land
where misty clouds hover over the
peaks of the mountains adding beauty
to the landscape. The mountain ranges
cover an area of around 161,000 square
kilometers in the Asir region, which
is the highest, coldest and wettest
part of the Kingdom. The peaks of the
mountains stand up to 3,000 meters

above sea level forming beautiful
landscapes of this mesmerizing
mountainous region.

On the summits of several high
mountains in the Asir region, castles,
and buildings stand firm and intact,
forming a blend of nature and man-
made artistically designed settlements.
Moreover, the mountains of Asir are
distinguished for overlooking the
Tihama valleys and for having many

green parks that attract tourists, who
can walk under the trees, enjoying the
beautiful weather and clean air.

The mountains of Asir are also
known for their valleys and plains,
while Jabal Sawda is considered the
tallest with an altitude of 3.015 km.
When tourists stand at Jabal Sawda’s
edge, they are considered standing on
the highest point any person can reach
in Saudi Arabia. Jabal Sawda is situated

66 The Asir region is the highest, coldest
and wettest land in Saudi Arabia.
It's mountain ranges present picturesque
landscapes with old castles and buildings
still standing tall and intact on them o9
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By Ghazanfar Ali Khan




The historic village of
Rijal Alma known for
its high stone buildings.
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The world is an exciting, fascinating place. If you've
always wanted to travel around the world on one
incredible trip, but were daunted by trying to figure out
the logistics, SkyTeam is here to help.

Our alliance of 19 airlines and their collective routes
to 1,150+ destinations means it’s never been easier to
organize a multi-destination trip to practically any
corner of the globe, all within the SkyTeam family.

The Round the World (RTW) planner, available on www.
skyteam.com, can help you put together your ultimate
vacation at just a few clicks of a button. And for a short
time only, you can get this once-in-a-lifetime trip at a
very special price.

Book an RTW route between 30 November - 31
December for travel between 7 December 2019 - 7 March
2020, and you’ll get a 15% discount on business and
economy fares.

| SkyTeam |

It’s Time to go on the Trip
of a Lifetime

There are a few rules; you must start and end your
journey in the same country, your route must include a
transatlantic flight and one over the Pacific Ocean, and
you can enjoy up to 15 stopovers.

Imagine watching New Year fireworks over a new city
skyline, or spending the first weeks of 2020 on a tropical
beach. With SkyTeam, the world is your oyster.

Ready for your next adventure? Head to SkyTeam’s
website, speak to a travel agent or contact one of our
member airlines to book your dream RTW trip today.

SkyTeam is an airline alliance of 19 members across a
global network who collectively welcome customers on
more than 14,500 daily flights to 1,150+ destinations
in 175+ countries. For full T&Cs and complete fare
conditions visit:
www.skyteam.com/en/round-the-world-planner
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